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Dear E’dikﬂ‘,

We were planning
bplt guess we

'l.....-- -

- ABYE up

out fifteen mi.les
'in case we need ene

feonﬁ, spina; other variety;
arden; and: trust that the oys are with her, or

..ere is & aandbox

elos, pu g and a kitten, and

Yve discovered that we don't have

* our. two, but somehow that we think

3 3 reaxiwhile all 8ix of the children have
' the iseicn srea whare the main houses are. Once in a while we

lode. sight of them, especially during class«fzerioda, but usually someone here

knows where the youngsters are, or have just been.
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Misaflo de Chissamba
Nove. Sintra, Bid

Horsen, . February 14, 1949

Dearest Mother and Olive,

Today is St. Valentine's day fan't it 7 Sorry we forgot about it, but didn't
think until we received your lstter with the three Valentines so neatly done
on it. By the way, the last letter came through in five days, a record. It
probably won't happen again far a long tims.

Well, You sure asked a lot of questions in the last few letters and reminded
us that we haven't answered a.good many more. This time I'm not going to try
to answer all of those about the boys, for we do not have all the measurements
as yet. We took their heights the other day, but have lost the figures. Since
the boys are supposed to be sleeping now, although they are not asleep at the
moment; I think I'd better not 'disturb them. . I'm making a carbon copy of this
letter, and it will serve to ind me that in the next letter welll send the
figures. I can say that Kermeth now wears a number 12 D shoe and Tommy an 11D.
You can see that they are ke g up the pace in growing so far as feet go.
We have American shoes Por esbh so far. Portuguese shoes are not availeble -
for feet like those of Tommy although we have bought sandals and slippers
and rubber boots of Portuguesg manufacture for both boys. We have already.
had made out here by aw Africén a nice looking and well-fitting pair of
slippers for T., with K's still to come from the shoemsker. Then we expect
to have the same men make. a _pair of slippers. for Betty and for me. : Prices
are about the samé as at home on such things. We don't know yet about the
grades of leather. :

Betty wrote that we expect %o send you as a gift a Kodachrome £ilm with
pictures of the boys and us on it.: We have already sent one to Dad Dorr and
Mother Lu. I'll send you a word when the film leaves here. Jexpseted to
have it ready today, but still have space to take three or four more pictures.
These will be in the form of 2" x 2" slides, in colors. I'll also send wou

8 likt of what the pictures sre supposed topbes You can tell by the mmbers
on the slides what is supposed to be in eal pégtures. Porhaps not all: of
them will come out. Too, I've had the film in the camera for some few weeks

-and this may not help the pictures any. I don't know just what the effect

of temperature and humidity hers on film. I haven't seen one of my films
since last July, and I must ‘have taken better than two hundred pictures al-
togehter in that length of time, all colored pictures. I'm hoping to hear
very shortly from the man to whom I'méending them. He is head of our Visual
Aids office in New York. Hé also has the others which we tock in FPortugal ,
for mounting in glass slides so that they can bs more easily kept for us. Ye
expect to use them when we come home again. You will see when the film comes,
provided there are any good shots, that the boys have both grown, also some-

‘thing of. glimpses of how they £it' into the surroungings. One pictured will

show, I trust, Kenney pointing to where we are on the map of Angola.

:-v*-.q,-,..- v vgLy -

Welly we are to have visitors from America today, Dr. Reuling and Dr. McKeith,
©our.new-oxseyhive vice-prgsident. They are coming from Chilesso, their next
" to the last atop before going on to the south. We don't know how long they

will stay here because of lack of knowledge of which trdakn they are planning

‘to take from here, but lool for them to stay at least twenty-four hours. Have

you been receiving Dr. Reuling's lettera? Ef‘_not, you should receive some

s500n. <
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We are trying to prepare for the coming of our guests by cutting th= boy's
hair, which we let get as longias possible before taking the shears to it
becausn of the way they squirm round, getting them napped. They still
haven't gone to sleep and it'sinow flf'teen mintues gince I mentioned that
they were still awake. The holir ia now 1: 50 p.M. ( Tsk Tsk Horrible typing
I8m doing today.) Just look at-thoseerrops! Worse and worse all the time.
Betty and I have given our bediover to Duane Waln, missionary at Chilesso,
who is bringing Dr. R and Dr. M. We will sleep on the divan. We also have
to arrancre for a meetins here tonigh‘b with our chiefs, discussion meeting in
which we'll get the lowdown onwhat's happening in our missions and at home
and what we may expectto ha.pnen later, policies of the mission in days to
come.

Oh, while I think of it, if you have access to National Geographic magazine
look in October issue of 1948 for an article on Portugal. Picturss are very
fine. Article good on the whole. Also see Life magazine of late November or
early December for article and pictures on Fhtima. We didn't go to the church
but were within twenty kilometsrs of it on one trip. There were so many pil-
grims there on the oecasion thﬁt we decdied we wouldn't have a chance to really
see it, and did not go there. We were at the time on our way to Porto in the
north of' Portugal. A good book to read on Africa today is ' Cry, the Beloved
Country ", by Alan Paton, published by Seribners, 1948 I think. Agk Irens
Daggatt about it. Anyone interested at all in Africa ought to read it. TIt's
easy to read. |

Have much to write about, but can't make my mind to do it all in this letter,
because today is too ful]. of all these other things. HMore later about things
hers. ( The boys are raising a rumpus now, and it looks as if they wouldn't
go to sleep. } I have to go to dtass at 2:10, too.

Sending copies of Christmas latter soon. Sounds funny doesn't it, about as
funny as the amateur calling 8. Africa and asking his friend ’c,here to eall
second friend in America to Ist daughter in. We have laughed long over that.
Well, my Christmas mimeographed letter, .ours rather, has been sent out plece-
meal since before Christmas. We did the job here and have written many personal
notes. Y6u'll get copies by boat mail sometime before next Christmas we hope.
The job was a b:w one. Our mailing list has two hundred and seventy-five names
on it and we're beh:.nd in our: corrvspondence, what with traveling and language
gstudy and children to get settled in a stPange place. You may get our Easter
letter fore you get Christmas: one, for we'll have former sent out from Missions
Council office. :

Do you know how Aunt Margie is now 7 Oh, yes, Uncle Shep's dddress is

22 4, Wyoming Avemue, Melrose. About packages and duties. Have recsived the
Christmas package without paying duties. Packages of about pound weight
rarely are examined and held dutisble. Betty has received several pair of
nylon stockings by air mail, a pair at a time, altho it's costly business for
those who send the stockings, for postage is a dollar or more. But boat mail
packages come through quite well. The corn came through perfectly. If you
would like to find me some wodden wheels for making toys for the boys, perhaps
y~u could send a smell package by boat mail as you sent the Christmas package.
Pakc s0 it dosen't rattle. Glad you got the blouses. We'll try to fix our
packages better next time.

Love and God's bleasing. Hugs and kisses from us all to Grammie and Agunt OLf

(}%Wcﬂ”*ﬂ)
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March 7, 1949

Dear Mum, Olive

Well, I wonder if you have received any of our letters yet. We are having a change in train
schedules and it takes them quite a while to straighten out when they will carry mail etc. We got a letter
from you mailed February 14. We got it last Friday night.

Kennie is beginning to grow up. He always comes and asks me now when he wants to go to one
of the other houses. Tonight he told Lillian he was to come home at five thirty. So she told him when it
was five thirty and home he came bringing Tommie with him. Discipline is beginning to take with
Tommie but it is a long tough process. The best punisher we have found is the barrel. Into the barrel he
goes when he is naughty. The barrel is in the farthest room of the house so he has no audience. There is
nothing to frighten him and no way he can hurt himself. He just has to repent poor lad. He just doesn’t
like it and we have to resort to it less often than we did. When he is good he is so very good! The corn
you sent has come up through the ground and looks real husky. It just makes our mouths water to look at
it.

Mum, I was thrilled to hear that President Frust said what he did about Max, but I just think it
shows President Frust’s good judgement in recognizing Max’s worth. The thing I know about Max better
than Pres. Frust even knows it is that there is not a better husband or daddy in the world. That’s why I
dared to come all the way to Africa with him.

Mum I don’t think there would be any duty on a small of elastic sent out here. Ki Henderson
received two pieces of dress goods for her little girls the other day. They were sent in a manila ehvelope
and mailed just like a letter boat mail.

Olive, I bet that gold colored suit is becoming to you. While we were in Lisbon we sheltered a
couple of Methodist missionaries, young girls, for a couple of days. Of course we didn’t take any money
for it so they bought me a gold colored bathing suit. I like it a lot. Thaven’t used it since we left Lobito,
but there I used it every day. The swimming is certainly wonderful there. Did I ever tell you that we buy
our coffee in the bean here, roast it, and grind it ourselves. We also grind whole wheat, in the same
grinder for our cereal and is it ever delicious! It has to be cooked a couple of hours, but try it some time.
We also buy rolled oats (Quaker) in tin cans. But it is expensive so we have it about once a week. We
buy bran and mix it half and half with flour. This is the children’s favorite cereal out here. Of course
occasionally we have corn meal mush. The average African eats two pounds of corn meal made into
(thick, thick mush) a day. This with some stewed beans makes up his diet. The school children are
learning to grow and to like many kinds of healthful vegetables, so that now lots of educated Africans

have a more balanced diet.
Love to you both

God watch over you,

Betty



