Migs#o' de Chissamba -
May 13, 1949

Dearest Mother,

An T ohagrined. We dida't got a card %o yoi on your birthdsy. Well, porhaps..
the pictures arrived. Hven if the pictures errived, however, it would not be

like a birthday card, We'll see if we canmot straighten out our schedule. before
your mest yome's amiversseys o ~

Please excuse the slipshod: appearance o
on the blink and I haven't got it pr
“gorry. " how to make minor reg

ugas .
heede.

on

Now as to othor news of us. Betty is still in Dondi, patiently waiting after
false alarms of confinment during annual meeting the first week we were at Dondi,
However, she may come home this afternoon.  We've had no word from her, and no
word: either from the people whth whom she hoped to come back 1o Chissamba,: Butb
everyone hers at the station is expecting that Dr. Strangway of the Canadlan
mission will aprive here today from Dondi, where he will have stopped on his
way from the coast, He came into Lobito last week, found his goods already thru
the customs and ready for shipment up country, where we have been putting them.
under cover. We shall be disappointed here if he doesn't ‘srrive today, for all
are in readiness with ths grand welcome: He is known over a considerable part
of Africa, at least over all of Apgola. We have heard him spoken of everywhere
with high respect. He's not only a good doctor, but a fine man, loved by both
Africans and Portuguese. We expect that the baby will be in his care for a while
also that he will see to tonsil and adenoid operations on Kenny and Tommy.




Before I forget it let me tell you tha.t the package of pictures, in. whieh we :
found two boxes of lovely Orayolas, had arrived before us in Chissamba 1 .

week. ~ The boys have alz-eady ‘used: them- con51dera.b1y but with cares - They A
growing up. these days ‘in some reapacts, altho it seems as if that in- oth P
spacts; they are baclme.rd. Tommy . hag: some knack: for drawing I. think,” Well 4
you. some of his work goon, ' I have ons: sheet. of paper now, but wa.n‘t anmy to.
see. whe.t her boy: has dén while she»he.s been away. ' ;

ather cm the way. at home. Here in the pla.na ka0

t x4 : AR mnged sonsidérably since five !

The}r” me ‘have come to. an end . The carth is quite dry now. ‘and’ wil

ders . The flowers: have. gone from our lawny' Durl
" havi ot checked with 't

You speak of wgrmgr

Cpilter in the wr ng,-place on tly - have spo:.led a good number of ¢
“shot The inside onss taken by flash ‘should be all right, however. Yell
to make up’ by sendlng gome - mora af'ber we reach MissHo de Bunjei., :One oth

“we'Ilido 18 to-arrange that you may gao other plctures which we have sen to

: Boston.. ‘These mustl"b'e returned. to Boston most likely.: Bub- it would. bev_nice

- would it not to',ha. e a set of the work here to Bee and to see us :m *bhe mean‘bime

LY
thing ;

One more piece of bua;mess before, I glgn off. I'mafra;id this is & hodgepodge
’coday s.nd a0t up to: my ability YTour Christmas letter, and I'm ashamed to have
to tell you, was not. sent.  And now I don't know whether we sent one. to Ruby ',

a.nd Francia or not So we'lre sendlng one today.. S ot
Your latest letter was written Ma.y 1, mailed May 2, recelved here today, at a

total travel time of 11 daya. Well, we probably ca.nnot hope for such garvice i
when we reach Galangue beéause of the distance from the railroad. : .
WeB1l let you know whether your dream comes true or not as soon as the baby comes. :

Our love to you all, and God's blessing,Qn,\no
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April 1949

Dear Folks,

We certainly love your letters! Saturday night is a red letter night with a capital R. Max did his
first impromptu vocalization in public yesterday. He read the benediction in the binder. At the beginning
of the service he was asked to do it.

We went to a pretty village that was clean and prosperous looking. The conquest of odds that is
contained in these words clean and prosperous can only be seen and realized by seeing and hearing the
problems these people have. There were over five hundred adults at the adult meeting and over two
hundred children at the children’s. We took Tommie and Kennie so that they could contribute and feel a
part of it all even though they could not understand anything as yet. [ mounted a couple of Christmas
cards, one showing the three wisemen and the other showing the shepherds on construction paper.
Kennie gave them to all of the leaders. Imagine the face of some poor boy in America when he was given
a bicycle and you can have an idea of the joy of these two hundred children. In their big Sunday school
room they had just one picture. The only pictures they ever get are the ones the missionaries bring. Your
Sunday school children might find a similar use for old Christmas cards and mail them to one of your
Methodist Missions at Malange or Luanda. Missionaries are good friends of ours. Their children played
with ours in Lisbon. Other very special friends are the Leonard Mitchims in Guilundo QOuissico
Portuguese, East Africa. Be sure to cut off any English words. Surplus pictures on Sunday school papers
showing biblical scenes are grand too, especially any dealing with Jesus. Mr. Graffam could give you
complete addresses.

Tonight there is a big party for all of the Africans and their wives who help us in our homes and also for
the teachers and leaders in the schools. Max, Larry. And Hal have charge of the games, us wives are
providing the refreshments — coon Johnny cake, coffee, and peanuts.

Christmas Eve we all go to the ladies house for a party for us. We’ll have a tree and have
exchanged names for gifts. Christmas Day the three families will eat dinner together as we did last year.
At night we go to the big house for a carol sing and supper. Supper first and then carol sing. In the
morning we all go to church. Christmas Eve all of our children are going to entertain us singing Silent
Night and playing Jingle Bells with their rhythm band. Tommie plays the sticks and Kennie plays a
drum. Are we ever proud parents! '

We are taking a roll of colored film of us all and our house etc. and sending it to Rochester N. Y.
to be made into slides and then they are to go directly to you for a Christmas present. We hope Mr.
Graffam will be able to project them so you can see them on the wall. They won’t reach you for
Christmas but we hope not too long after. Merry Christmas to you all and Ralph don’t you eat too many
of your mumie’s pumpkin pies or your gramie’s whatever she cooks. It will be delicious I know but you
are still kind of young. Bless you, I’d love to give you a big hug and kiss and rock you a bit, too.

Loads of love to all,

Betty
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The Ladies House
Missao de Chissamba
June 4, 1949

Dear Mum, Olive, Ruby, Frances, Ralph

What a beautiful granddaughter, niece, and cousin you have. She really is handsome, bright,
plump and as someone has remarked — intelligent looking. The night she was born she cried tears. She
cried most of the night because she was hungry and all they would give her was water! It just didn’t stay
by the rib. Right now she is doing a big bowel movement in her pants when she is certainly through I’ll
change her. That is right now!! Says she. Excuse me

June 5, 1949

Susan is sleeping. Yesterday after her bowel movement she decided she wanted some cuddling.
Then it was time for her to eat. So, here I am 24 hrs. later writing again to you all. I have eaten my soup
and mashed potatoes, buttered carrots, and roast pork and am waiting for the dessert. Susan is sleeping
lazily. Her father was in after church and rocked her. We are using the newest and latest method with her
— feeding her when she’s hungry, cuddling her when she wants it and is it fun! I have plenty of milk to
nurse her. Isn’t that wonderful! Ihad a very easy time with her. I went to the hospital between 2:30 and
3:00 and she arrived at ten minutes of four. Max held my hand most of the time — bless him! He was
quite thrilled with the whole performance — being able to watch it and everything!

They put me on an air mattress in the back of a jeep station wagon and brought me down to the
ladies house to the room next to the nurses. Tomorrow Susan is one week old and we are going home.
Tom and Ken come in everyday and peek at the baby and touch her hand and give mummie a kiss. They
are proud as punch. Ever since Genevieve Steed arrived they have been anxiously waiting. They and
Daddie are having supper at the ladies house tonight.

Susan has had loads of presents — 3 bars of ivory soap, a pink wool blanket, a heavy white flannel
one with flowers embroidered on the edge, a pink crocheted wool sweater, 3 white ones, crocheted shoes,
three pairs of bootees, four nighties, a kimono, 3 blankets (one blue, two pink) with bunnies and stuff on
them, a crocheted shawl, a lined flannel jacket, two cans of powder, three bars of baby soap, a tray with
jars the covers painted pink. (One of the jars was an ink bottle.) Ki Henderson fixed this up for her. Each
jar was filled with the proper stuff like cotton, boric acid, etc. four pairs of plastic rubber pants. The
elders of the church gave her an Umbundi name Susuana (Susan) Kasova (the first girl after 2 boys)
Chissamba (because she is born here).

Now she is awake and calling.

Love, Betty
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Missfo de Chissamba
Nova Sintra
1 de Julho de 1949

Dearest Mother and Olive, vg :
Well, here we are crowding mallti@b again. Your letter of June 20 arrived
on last Tueaday's mail and since wd haven't answered it, and some others, welll

make a hurried attempt now, Hop”ifor a more leisurely wrltten letter a bit later.

Woe'lre happy to‘hear that you've gotten news at last of Susan's arrival. She's
asleep just now after a hearty faading of pure mother's milk., Betty has encugh
to feed our darling daughter and we're sure that she has galned g pound and; more,
but having neglected to weigh her today we cannot say exactly how much ahe has
gained. We must take time mow to measure all the children and send height, feet
sizes and so on of them all, 1nc1uding foot.prints and hand prints, or outlines,
of our Susan.

We sent you her African naus, dida't we 7 The other day I sent to the American
consulate -at Luanda what will be Susan's official name. This will be the one
under which she will be reglstereé in the consulate records. It ig Susan . _
Cagsove Maude Welch. Bétty and Iiboth thought for'SOme;timevabout tha‘matter of
an African name among the English ones, conslderlng aven the long one of Sugen.
Oassova Maude Chissamba Welch, But it seemed a much too long name to give to:

ong of our chlldren, and We: compr iged with the shorter . by one: Susan Cassova
Maude. & ‘the Portugiese way,. alao it would. be our-

Have you told Myra Ayotte that th
cltlzen, although born. on African
of State has taken care. of such
and will not have to ba‘naturallz

oil in a Portuguese colbny? The Department
ers, Susan is therefore an American eitizen

Welve already told you somethlng yout our dry season; haven't we ¢  The winds
are now inereasing each dav in volume and veloeity. It's a rare thing to.sge a
cloud now; The nights are dold,.and even durlng the day; particularly. the fore-
noons, we notice a freshanss to the wind which quite occa51onally reminds us of
the wintertime in Maine or hasaachusatts. No zero weathsr of course, but pretty
close to freezing weather in the ¢mall hours of the night,and the pre-dawn hours
can bé terrlflcally chilling. We have a small fire running during the day in

our fireplaces and a largsr ons atinight. In the dining room, which does not
have a fireplace, we use the primug stove for the half hour it takes to eat
breskfast. We all usetwo blankets on the bed, that is, except Susan, who has
anywhere from four to six, along wzth hot water bottle. We wonder how it is ix
that the Africans sleep with only one blanket for bedding, or straw underneath and
one blanket for covering, or perhaps only cotton cloths. We know that they
smggle together for warmth, but their houses are for the most part quite open,
mich more so than ours with their proper doors and windows, so that the wind must
ueke the hours when people should be sleeping many times very wakeful hours. It
is a situation which causes us much concern; yet I suppose that there are many

of these folk much better off in material comforts nowadays than they were fifty
years ago. However, there is still pneumonia,and other sicknesses which flourish
in cold weather still strike down the African. Clothing and housing are not

all they should be certainly, but when they will be we cannot say.

Well, the mail boy is here, Thanks for the picture of that husky boy. Ralph.
Greetings to all. Our love and our prayers. God be with you.

Do chis
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earest lother,

Seems to me thﬁt 1t'3 abou+ tlme that I wrot to you once: mare.. é_
Ve reached our new home on.the 19th,,bout 4: 30 indhe afternoon. Since %
then we've bsen ri @t out straight trying to vau ut ourselvbs Wlth <\g}
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tnan? tne bpowle ami to- gree
that we urderstood a good p

:ﬁ'rc nc" 1“\u.sn}' winh mliing sone repairs onthe Us e iu which we
are to llve but in which we haven't basn abla to get a meal mt Lecausa
the kitchen hasn't bedn put in order. e decided to,fix up the kitchen
ad dining room fir st long with the water system. hﬂe Tonrd allotg
money for the purvos: of bousn reps ir and we are br*lna to g ke it avvﬁy

stretch as far as'monay wil ”LFSLCﬁ &E?ﬂ7‘ ’







