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Dear Grammie,

I am casting on. Iam learning to cast. I am six years old. Ihad a good birthday this
afternoon. There were sixteen children here and four grown ups and Sara. I had a wonderful
birthday. I'had a sack, a pencil, and two pairs of socks, two angolares (money) and eight eggs. I
had a cake with white frosting and brown frosting. I had three stocks on my cake to hold three
candles but [ had six candles though three big candles. Thank you for the birthday card. T liked
it.

Love,

Kenneth

Dear Folks,

I guess now you know that Kenneth is six years old. He was very anxious to write these
after he had signed his name. Never was a boy ever prouder of anything than is he of being six.
It was a nice party. The sixteen children were all Aftrican and as cute as any group of youngsters
you can find anywhere — and much better mannered than a group of missionary children of the
same size and age. They played games — Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush etc. — listened
to the phonograph and had a peanut hunt. Susan joined in the spirit of the affair with her voice
and stomach anyway. She pulls herself up in her pen but hasn’t made any attempt to walk
around yet. She is so heavy I am surprised she even goes this far. I’ll leave the rest of the space
for Max.

And I’ll fill in a bit more on news of the children. Susan has just taken three steps by
herself around the corner of her pen.



! Well, let me “borrow Uncle Sam's typewriter -
i a monzent 0r Ltwo, Welre ip Nova Lispoa etthe
dotel, Had o gcome up te do gore trading and
Itm try‘~ OO prenare Foo T Uy ceaosca g bit,
I've besn. tm”} to fird agooa a"o""'e
/ ig June I ‘"'1' have to degin
I viliages by -bike,~ ‘Many of our villages
i Way off the Yeabén rosd, Ihey are on g
abmorn sy fc'*t only am - wide £N07
e bicgcle wheel bat no thing TP

Unclm Sam 537s - to te'i f"rrc,.ﬁfl.Jle maL ‘.'.’or“.r'
wa2st like his Dadg . Tormi'e

?_'ﬁj and uuzd "Hallo", g,,,mi T Cood “ﬂermngg,

Uncle Sam - fells me now that Torm

&d to s(w * Good mornig % but d::.dn‘

Pa JUST weny Lhpny on Dieying ag i;t‘
5 one. But Uncleé |
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Missf#o do Bunjei
May 17, 1950

Dearest Mother s

By the time you get thés the program on which we are now putting the- finishing
touches will be over and the clhurch here will be starting off on another ieg
of its journey to become a truly ‘indiginous church, that is, truly African.

On May 27, Saturday, the day before Pentecost, th here will ordain two
pastors. At the pres ne for all our-wide area, about
the size of the atate 1 can guess, like a
© 8 year, or perhaps

onece in two years. Having . {6 ‘help he Work of the ‘churc¢h
which is under our care will make the b rden a bit lighter. B t Wo. niged at least

_ ur furlot ot 4o £ind them. There
is no one here eligible by trainir 2 rch does not actept with any
too. great joy an outsider, an attitude which we are going to try %o break in
some Way. ‘ - ‘ Y .

Now ‘that I've mentioned furl, u, may as ‘well you what was decided at our
annual ‘meeting of onaries in Dondi in’ 1:( Portuguese spelling just
slipped in ‘there ). lans call. ©.Coles 1o go home in April next year and
to return in April £1952, In 1952 e ‘shall ‘come home for a year. Lt will ‘seem
good to be back and to ges you.all. '

ar-appeal to many of the Congre ga~-
ore moar you speaking I couldn't
-quite a bit about ‘some of the

. Tuskazauxfukxaxaxfox Taladege
can re very fond of ikskk both
1d be our parents in mattér of age

hree’ chlldren, a1l in America ‘now,

Now Bam Coles s ‘a,n‘f’Améi"‘i an Neg:

been merried several years, long
andchildren. All'live in New York.

~“Now ‘a~word about s all. Ths’ children have had ‘some Twéiqi::vnéss since the first of

ipril. ‘Susan's complaints seem to be in connection with’ utting téeth.  She cut
“two sor ‘three fronmt ongg ‘and then went to work and bogan ‘eutting double ones. -
‘Kenneth :ig in decent health. Tonsils and adenoids on.both boys seem to te no longe¢

a ‘threat. Apparently no operation will be necessary. -Of course it's some time
slnce we've written about the tonsils, etc., ‘5o you may wonder why I tell you agaiy
' about'them‘refe'rrigig back to what is sort of stale news. “I'm sure that you know
‘there was no operation, but we want you to know the condition now. Maybe they'll
Tnever have to be operated on, !

Tommy was sick, though, while we ®were at the meetings in Dondi. About half way
“ through the conference he came down with broncho - pneumonia combined with malaria,
©@ Was a gick boy for a while, and has not Whodly recovered yet, but will be in

another week or two we trust.  He got treatment of penecillin and paludrine
Anjections, along with some atabrine and quinine treatment. For a while the
doctor was not quite sure just what the sickness was, but finmlyy prescribed

a satisfactory treatmont. Ratytyx Setty and I-are both well, although we get tired
‘enough some days to wish that ‘no more people would come to the house along toward
five o'clock and are ready to go to sleep at the end of the day. Betty had a bad ¢
cold the last of Mapch but has recovered. I'm gtil1 taking medicine for amoebic
dysentary. Hope that I won't be troubled too much by it in the villages this dry
geason. : -

Well, we are now in the dry season once more, our second in Africa. This year
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I'1l be doing a whole lot more traveling than I have done before, a lot of it
by bicycle. Probably will covery some four or five hundred miles that way before
the end of September. However, I expsct to do considerable traveling with the
pickup truck also and to use the truck to put our bicycles nearer the destination
whenever such kind of traveling canbe done. For instance, the third week in Juns
I'm going out to inspect aites for the centers to be set up by the new pastors.
We can go about twenty3five miles by car, but will travel an equal distante and
perhaps somewhat more by bicycle from where we leave the car.

By the way, Kenny has learned to ride the bicycle he got for a bhrthday present.

He has only had the bike since our return from Dondi. Didn't get it on his
birthday because we had to find a smaller size for him than the one we had sent

out from America. When I opened the one we had asked to be sent out, I found

it toc large and heavy for our six year old, so ordered an English bike sent up
from the coast. Last Saturday he learned how to balance himself. This week he's .
learned how to get on and off by himeelf. Gets off at a run, Slides ome Teg
back over the seat and hops off. Doesn't touch the brakes. It"s harder for him

to use the brake than to light rumning. Daddy pute on the brakes and falls %o

one maid side. Daddy's short legs make it imppssible for him to reach the ground
without tipping the bike. But Kenmeth just hops off, and that's that, Tommy will
learn very soon, too, but we've shut down on Tommy's activity until he's gotten
vack some of his strength, He was in bed eleven days at fondi and has been in

bed three since coming home, Has now been up all this week, but we're being quite -
hard on him, making him take naps and so on.

We've mnow pot quite a memagerie on the place, lots of hens with several roosters,
two little goats, the black kitten, now growing long and with little fat on its
bones as yet, although with one mouse already to its credit. Uncle Sam bought
some ducks the other day and is giving Tommy one. We have three dogs around now,
but two ours only. The other is one that Uncle Sam got when a missionary family
from one of the other staticns went home on furlough recently. One of ours,

by name Puck, will have puppiss soon. I suppose Tomuy and Kenny and Susan, too,
will have fun with them. Susan has not begun to walk outside her play pen yot
but gets around in her playpen and could travel on hands and knees pretyy far

if permitted.

Oh we imist tell you about the grace that Tommy gaid yesterdsy. "Tahnk you Go d

for the night birds and the dayg birds. Bless God for. making food. Thank you for
the night and for the pleasant morning 1ight." He included quite a bit more- before.
the last sentence, but I cannot tell exactly what it was. The gist of the blessing
I've written for you. Tommy, who isn't given to repitition , repeated himeelf

a number of times during the process of saying this particular grace. When he
finished he looked at me and said, " wasn't that a good grace, Daddy? " I repled
that it was, but it wasn't always necessamy to go on quite so long. He came right
back at me with, " Oh I was saying a long one for three days." I must say that
both K and T are doing better saying graces, sometimes now with good clear thought

We want to get this letter off tomorrow morning whsh one of our people here who.
is going to the rail line. It's a good opportunity to send mail. Otherwise you
would get this letter about four weeks from now.

Happy birbhday, Mother, though this is a late preeting, and welll try to get off
gsomething soon.

, Love and God be with vou all, Gredtings from everybody,
children and grandchildren, bkother, sister and nephews and nelces.

7% erj_% O ae AL

PS Jlothes for Susan arrived in time for us to make goed use of them at the
annual meeting, Aipril. ’ .
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Yon here we ar,‘b again at Doﬁﬂi.»@éiangué_}giagi‘cgar;gg are ‘spm&ingv;"sgll o=

gother too much timk at the big metropolise The. oles are 54111 here, How

Bertha is getting al| ong fine afte - her operation end will soon be

This time Max is the paiient. He had & poin in hig side and the native & Took..

& Tlogd count and fiund a difference i white tlood corpuscless r}eiemdwj‘g@f he N

‘had better go to the doctor in Dondd, 'n§e Dector Mers thought tn% it mighv be f._;z,.
e mumps that hed 'pasaéd by his: face and gotiled belows Just to complic 46 matters

% he hed a good case of malaria toc. Newlhe iz sitting up for the fxrgt'tnmieg; He.

1t of yale face tut.l expest the rest he ls getting will do him a lot of

3 r- shorts. sieillin, & full dose of atabriney quinine, and
yelt get sdck in Africs =. you ¥ A

- nd thet Kemny vae sick v

st times of the year forn

. 40 fry up end the mesquite hun

¢ raine come cause all the odge 1

Kenny: is fime.mowe § . ool '

sty ag evers Max tells her that. her. joy im livi

on Yool and brighteps up the deyy Tommy has' ster

R TS it trip Wi; hl

‘looks sort

~of his ne
with the’

nough strength to operate

" They. i ) _ :
‘I shall ‘be permitted to do the same
penicillin shot  last nighb. I've be
morning felt weak, perhaps because of

ing.T trust, = Mergaret Childs gave the final .
pretty well dosed up, and the first thing this’
Ia?lii . of support which the medicine: Wms:

. ‘Since the first of September things have been rushing along at the mission be-
cause we bad planned a program which was full to begin with andbecause. then the bur-
den of carrying the program out foil ox)i‘_,jtwo, instead ofonfour sets of shoulders, It
may have been that and having Betty sick for 5 while with an attack of malaria,

that put me on my back. Hewever,: we. are gti11 thinking intermsof maintaijing a program
thet will consist of keeping all branches of the work going with African: staff,

those who can take over responsibility, with the hope that improvements mcan be

, made as time goes on and all the work nore casily done. - . - L »

walk from one room 1o anet This: afterncon. "













