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rascal! And how he likes to play with the record player. Ve have plenty of
trouble keeping him from breaking it up. ¥e enloy sesing him when he does soms-
thing the right way, but he does not do everything when he is using the player
that he ought to do. However, we have hopes, because he has bsen improv1ng
rapidly the past two or three weeks. Hgban put the record on quits well, and
has not yet broiken one. But he always manages to put the adjustment of the
timing and the other one of the pick-up, whicn holds the naedlb, out of

kilter if we leave him alons with the player for three mimites.

He's loarnlnu to play pratty well with the other children now, too. And he's
getting to hold his own with Kemny. We think that they are going to be growing
up in about the proper way. The spacing is about bight. But we are sonvinced
that we should not have any more children until we have been in Africa a little
while. Then perhasp we have have brother or sister, or even two more, to

go with the older boys. '

Oh, yes, we have to watch all the children about the matter of fire. We try
to keep the match boxes high, 'We guard again little hands blaying with the
8till warm oil heater, like the one I burned my handg on years ago. We also
%ua&d against their playing around the fogHo, the little Portuguess made stove.

hope to send you a plcture of us kindling the fire. I think I have omne now
of the stages in the starting process, but the film is not developed yet. I
just took 1t in this afternoon. I said at first that T had never seen guch a
badly designed outfit, but despite the arduous method of liwhtin& the fire I
think now that the stove is all right. But let me tell you how we go about
getiingthe oven ready to bake biscuits. .,
First, the stove stands perhaps a foot and a half high. And it's about three
oot long and a foot and a half wide. The fire box will hold about thrse small
sticks of wood comfortablp. It holds sbout five or six small shovels of coal.
Well, we clean out ashes and clinkers left from the previous day. ( This is
the morning chore you will understand) Then we put into the top of ths stove
through the one round hole there on the grate side, the brush which we use as
kindling. It is a good kind of kindling I muet admit, and we do not have to
use coal oil at all now, although we began by using it. Around the brush, which
sticks out through the top we pile small pieces of kindling wood, which we have
bought from the nearbj store. Then we touch a match to the bottom of the whole
and, leaving the covers well off, do a bit of fanning with a straw fan. Pretty
soon there is a lot of smbke pouring up the chimmey hole. When the brush is
consumed and the kindling has caught we pile on charcoal and coal until the
stuff runs all over the stove. The fan is the next object we grab, for the
second turn, and after more fanning we have achileved headway enough so that we
can poke the mass daown into the fire box. Then it's time to put on more
coal. After a little more fanning it may be possible to close the covers and
get a clear chammel through the smoke pipe to the chimney. In twenty minutes
we have a fairly decent fire, if all goes well‘ Then; it will burn nicely, mf
properly kept, all day.. And now I supposs you're going to ask how we can .
stand the smoke in the rgom, for must it not be terribly smoky? Andi the answer
is that the chimney is very much open.  It's like having a smoke pie run into
an open fireplace. The chimney open right into the kitchen. The atove rests
on a cemsnt and tile shelf about two feet off the floor, and directly under
the chimney. The sm'ke pipe of the stove runne pp into the chimney about
four feet and there stqps. And despite the s“emlng clumsiness of it all, it's
a good outfit. . .
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But I must stop. Lots,of love to you all. WMore; in the next. Hope to here
from you that you are remaivinm the twentv dollars. God be with you.
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